
 

ECU Performing Arts 
Handbook 

 

 

Updated 11/25/2024 
 
 

 

 



      ECU 
Performing Arts Handbook 

 
   

Welcome to ECU Performing Arts 

Scope 
 
Most of the information, procedures, 
and policies you will need to 
navigate college will be found in the 
ECU Catalog, Degree Checklists, and 
Four-year plans, all of which are 
located at ecok.edu. Other resources 
for successfully navigating college 
include your advisor, applied 
instructor, and the various offices 
located on campus at ECU, including 
the offices of Records, Financial Aid, 
the Bursar, Housing, and others, all 
of which are located in the 
Administration Building on ECU 
campus. This handbook will only 
contain those procedures specific to 
the performing arts, including 
guidelines for senior recitals, applied 
proficiency, etc. 
 

We’re glad to have you here at ECU! 
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Performing Arts Faculty:  
 
Dr. Nicholaus Meyers - Director of Bands and Percussion, Chair Department of 
Performing Arts - Associate Professor of Music - nmeyers@ecok.edu  
 
Dr. Melody Baggech - Choir Director/Voice - Professor of Music - mbaggech@ecok.edu  
 
Dr. Nathaniel Berman - Woodwinds/Jazz Band - Associate Professor of Music - 
nberman@ecok.edu  
 
Mr. Justin Lewis - Assistant Director of Bands/Trombone/Music Education - 
jusalew@ecok.edu  
 
Ms. Vickie Reifsnider - Instructor of Theatre - reifsnid@ecok.edu  
 
Mrs. Farren Rowan - Staff Accompanist/Music Education/Piano - frowan@ecok.edu  
 
Dr. Alexandra Aguirre-Berman - Adjunct Faculty - Flute/Theory/Class Piano 
aaguirre@ecok.edu  
 
Mr. Derek Johnson - Adjunct Faculty - Percussion - djohnson@ecok.edu  
 
Mr. Chris Martin - Adjunct Faculty - Euphonium/Tuba - cmartin@ecok.edu  
 
Dr. Steve Walker - Adjunct Faculty - Voice - swalker@ecok.edu  
 
Dr. Doug Laramore - Adjunct Faculty - Horn/Trumpet - dlaramore@ecok.edu  
 
Mrs. Susanne Wooley - Adjunct Faculty - Strings - susbwoo@ecok.edu  
 
Performing Arts Degree Programs: 
 
Majors: 

● Bachelor of Science in Music (Instrumental) – 0335 
● Bachelor of Science in Music (Vocal) – 0337 
● Bachelor of Science in Music (Instrumental, Teacher Cert.) – 0331 
● Bachelor of Science in Music (Vocal, Teacher Cert.) – 0333 

 
Minors related to Performing Arts: 

● Minor in Music – 330E 
● Minor Theatre - 450A  
● Minor in Business Administration for Music majors – 070D 
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Organizations within the Department of Performing Arts: 

● Kappa Kappa Psi – Kappa Kappa Psi is an honorary service fraternity open to all 
students enrolled in the band program and dedicated to serving the band 
program at ECU. 

 
Advising: 

● Students must take responsibility for making progress through their degree 
program, and work with their advisor at least once per semester to plan their 
degree progress. Degree Checklists and 4 Year Plans can be found on ecok.edu. 
Students should make sure they: 

o Know their advisor and make appointments for advising prior to 
enrolling every semester. 

o Assume responsibility for knowing the policies of the university as laid 
out in the ECU Catalog. 

o See advisor immediately if placed on academic warning or probation to 
formulate a plan for success. 

o Be aware of graduation requirements as outlined in the ECU Catalog. 
 
Applied Music: 

● Applied music studies are a students’ private lessons with their applied 
instructor on their primary instrument. Students should consult the Degree 
Checklist on ecok.edu and the ECU Catalog for full enrollment requirements. 

● Dates and times for applied lessons are individually arranged with the student 
and their applied professor. Your applied professor will contact you regarding 
scheduling your lesson.  

● Freshman and sophomore music majors should enroll in MUS 2222 level applied 
lessons. Junior and senior music majors should enroll in MUS 3332 level applied 
lessons after the completion of their sophomore applied proficiency. Check with 
your advisor and/or applied professor if in doubt about which section to enroll 
in and they will be happy to help you. 

 
Sophomore Applied Proficiency: 

● After four semesters of enrollment in MUS 2222 (typically in the second semester 
of the sophomore year), the student must complete a sophomore applied 
proficiency. Only after passing the sophomore proficiency may a student move 
the MUS 3332 level of applied lessons.  

● The sophomore applied proficiency is meant to show appropriate progress 
toward the senior recital and general proficiency on the student’s instrument. 

● If a student does not pass their sophomore proficiency, they will need to enroll 
into an additional section of MUS 2222 and can reattempt the sophomore 
proficiency the following semester.  
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● Content 

o The sophomore applied proficiency will consist of a selection of scales, 
repertoire, and sight reading. Preparation and content of these items will 
be discussed by the student and applied professor. Applied instructors 
have the flexibility to choose which scales, repertoire, and level of sight 
reading the student is responsible for. Sophomore applied proficiencies for 
vocal students may or may not include sight singing. 

o Forms reflecting the completion of the sophomore applied proficiency 
may be found with the ECU School of Fine Arts secretary. 

 
Senior Recital: 

● The senior recital is a recital intended to showcase the music student’s technical, 
musical, and interpretational maturity on their primary instrument. 

● Music majors with teacher certification are required to present at least 30 minutes 
of music for the senior recital. 

● Music majors without teacher certification are required to present at least 45 
minutes of music for the senior recital. 

● Recitals should generally not extend beyond an hour in length. 
● Recitals should be scheduled where they do not conflict with other events held 

by the Department of Performing Arts.  
● The content of the senior recital should be determined cooperatively between the 

student and applied professor. Generally, recitals are presented with piano 
accompaniment (when called for). 

● Ensemble playing is also permitted, keeping in mind that showcasing the student 
is the primary purpose of the recital. 

● The senior recital venue & date must be planned and reported to the ECU School 
of Fine Arts secretary three months in advance of the recital (generally at the very 
beginning of the semester in which the recital is planned). 

● Senior recitals must be completed prior to any student teaching/internship. 
● Senior recitals must be open to the public. 
● The student must be enrolled in applied music during the semester of the senior 

recital. 
● See the ECU School of Fine Arts secretary for templates for the senior recital 

program. 
● The senior recital is listed in the ECU Catalog as a requirement of graduation and 

must be completed in order for the student to graduate. 
o Senior recital preview procedure 

▪ When a student sets up recital time & date with ECU School of Fine 
Arts secretary, they will also get forms to be completed at the 
preview and final recital.  

▪ It is the student’s responsibility to assemble a panel consisting of 
their applied professor and two additional performing arts faculty. 
Any collaborative pianists performing for the recital cannot also 
serve on the preview panel. 
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▪ The student will need to contact a collaborative pianist at least two 

months before the recital preview in order to properly set up a 
schedule.  

▪ The student is responsible for personally paying the accompanist 
for their recital. The fee will be communicated to the student from 
the accompanist. 

▪ Items for the preview such as programs and copies of music should 
be determined with the student’s applied professor. 

▪ The senior recital preview form should be scanned by the student 
and emailed to the student’s applied professor, advisor, and the 
ECU School of Fine Arts secretary. 

▪ The recital preview should be scheduled at least 30 days before the 
recital. 

▪ All music must be prepared to be reviewed at the recital preview 
including any chamber pieces. 

▪ Any re-hearings of pieces or recital adjustments on the program 
will be discussed and decided upon immediately following the 
preview. 

▪ Immediately following the senior recital, the student and panel will 
complete the senior recital assessment form. The senior recital form 
should be scanned by the student and emailed to the student’s 
applied professor, advisor, and the ECU School of Fine Arts 
secretary. 

 
Course Offerings: 

● Not every music course is offered every semester. 
● Beginning in the sophomore year, the student will want to work very closely 

with their advisor to make sure the student is enrolled in upper-level courses that 
may only be offered every two years.  

● The chart below is one that is used as a general guide for scheduling music 
classes and is subject to change. Certain courses may be offered more frequently 
or offered in different semesters that outlined here, but this is a good guide. 

● Failure to complete courses that are offered every other year may result in 
delayed graduation.  

● Several of our course offerings are only offered every 4 semesters, or when 
needed based around enrolment.  

● Check with your advisor and/or department chair; they are here to help you. 
● Course offerings are outlined on the next page: 
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Thank you for studying 
the performing arts at 

ECU! We are here to help 
you be successful! 
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